We read with interest, and unfortunately considerable delay, the report recently published by Yong et al. ' They examined the effect of granuolocyte and granulocyte-macrophage colony-stimulating factor (GM-CSF) on human umbilical vein endothelial cells (HUVEC) and the expression of GM-CSF receptors on this cell type. They found that these CSFs, alone or in combination with other stimuli, did not affect a number of functions of HUVEC, including procoagulant activity, tissue plasminogen activator inhibitor 1, and proliferative activity. They also failed to detect specific GM-CSF binding sites on HWEC. While we agree that GM-CSF does not affect a number of HUVEC functions related to inflammation and thrombosis: we still maintain that GM-CSF induces proliferation and migration of HUVEC." As a proliferative stimulus, GM-CSF was Yi to L/4 as active as basic fibroblast growth factor (bFGF), used as reference agent, while it induced comparable levels of migration across (and unpublished data). Hopefully, we should soon be able to submit to peer review our recent results on this line. At this time we would like to draw the attention of readers to the fact that other laboratories have independently shown effects of GM-CSF on endothelial cells''; these publications are not quoted in the report by Yong et al. Inasmuch as none of these reports quotes our original paper,' we assume that these are independent observations. We are well aware that the fact that several laboratories have independently observed effects of GM-CSF on vascular endothelium does not necessarily imply that Yong et a1 are wrong; we have little sympathy for the Latin motto "vox populi, vox Dei." Yet, on the basis of all available published information, paraphrasing the last sentence of the report by Yong et al, we consewatively suggest that one should not assume that GM-CSF does not affect endothelial cell function.
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